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accepted by some authorities, the Gurjaras were a foreign
race which entered India c. 400-500; took kindly to Indian
culture, founded the kingdom of Gurjaratra, accepted the
Hindu caste system; conquered Anartta and Lata in c.
700; subdued the Valabhi kings in c. 750; and abandoned
Bhmnamala in c. 953 to go and settle in Anartta, and to
make their chief, Mularaja, king of Anahilavada Patana1.
Another theory treats them as Aryans who merely used
the name of their country, Gurjaratra, to distinguish them-
selves from the neighbouring peoples.8 It is equally pro-
bable that a ruling clan which called itself Gurjara gave
their kingdom the name of Gurjaratra, the kingdom in its
turn giving its name to its population.

For our  purposes,   the   important   facts  are:   that
Gurjaratra from c. 500 was an Aryan kingdom; that its
capital was  a seat of Aryan culture; that there is no
evidence to prove that the Gurjara Gauda Brahmanas, the
Srimala Brahmanas, the Poravada and Osavala Kshatriyas,
and   the corresponding Vaisyas were of foreign extrac-
tion;  and  that in 640 Hiuen Tsiang found the king a
devout   Aryan.    There is no doubt that the kingdom
of Gurjaratra localised Aryan culture, and the linguistic
and literary influences of Aryavarta, so as to evolve in the
fulness of time the cultural unit now known as Gujarata.
About 953 Gurjaratra, which since c. 816 was ruled from
its new capital, Kanauja, was broken up. Bhinnamala was
abandoned, and 18,000 families migrated to different parts
of the country.

During this period, the Karnataka Calukyas under
Pulakesi (611) of Badami, and then the Rashtrakutas of Dec-
can occupied part of Aparanta and Lata up to the banks
of the Narmada. The latter were overthrown by Tailapa of
Manyakheta (978), the great Karnataka monarch, who ruled
it through a governor from Broach. Lata to the north of
the Narmada, was first ruled from Ujjain, then by Gurjara
feudatories from Broach, and later by Rashtrakutas.
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